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age
source of funds
military status
sexual orientation
gender identity

PLUS:

UNPACKING FAIR HOUSING PROTECTIONS
WHO IS PROTECTED UNDER FAIR HOUSING LAWS?

race 
religion
sex
national origin
familial status
disability status 

The Fair Housing Act of 1968 prohibits
discrimination based on: 

The Virginia Fair Housing Act prohibits
discrimination based on: 

race
religion
sex
national origin
familial status
disability status

WHAT IS AFFIRMATIVELY FURTHERING FAIR HOUSING (AFFH)?
Our nation has a long history of housing discrimination, leading to entrenched patterns of
residential segregation and underinvestment in Black and Brown communities. In turn, these
patterns contribute to everything from health disparities to the racial wealth gap! The goal of the
Fair Housing Act of 1968 (FHA) was not just to prevent future discrimination, but to actively undo
the lasting effects of historic discrimination, in other words to "affirmatively further fair housing." 

The FHA requires all localities that receive federal
housing funds to affirmatively further fair housing,
in part by completing an Analysis of Impediments
(AI) to Fair Housing Choice report every 5 years.
However, the first meaningful AFFH regulations
were not published until 2015 - almost 50 years
after the passage of the FHA. These Obama-era
rules were suspended by the Trump Administration.
The Biden Administration took the first steps toward
reinstating the 2015 AFFH rule on June 10, 2021. 

HISTORY OF AFFH IMPLEMENTATION

IMPEDIMENTS TO FAIR HOUSING IN NOVA

Lack of affordability, which disproportionately impacts residents with disabilities, in particular  

Persistent residential segregation resulting from a failure to intentionally address historic and present
day discrimination in the housing sector

Regulatory constraints - particularly the need for state-level enabling legislation before localities can
enact policies that loosen zoning restrictions and remove barriers to new development

Impediments identified in the AI reports for the City of Alexandria, and Arlington, Fairfax and Loudoun
Counties include: 

https://www.justice.gov/crt/fair-housing-act-1#race
https://www.justice.gov/crt/fair-housing-act-1#race
https://www.justice.gov/crt/fair-housing-act-1#relig
https://www.justice.gov/crt/fair-housing-act-1#sex
https://www.justice.gov/crt/fair-housing-act-1#nat
https://www.justice.gov/crt/fair-housing-act-1#famil
https://www.justice.gov/crt/fair-housing-act-1#disability
https://nvaha.org/wp-content/uploads/Racial-Disparities-in-Homeownership-v2.pdf

